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Commodity chains link the processes of manufacturing that
result in a final product available for individual consumption.
This book explores the global commodity chains approach,
which reformulates the basic conceptual categories for
analysing patterns of global organisation and change.
Award-winning book showcases case studies uncovering the
exploitation of labor and class in the Global South Winner of
the 2018 Paul M. Sweezy—Paul A. Baran Memorial Award for
original work regarding the political economy of imperialism,
Value Chains examines the exploitation of labor in the Global
South. Focusing on the issue of labor within global value
chains, this book offers a deft empirical analysis of unit labor
costs that is closely related to Marx’s own theory of
exploitation. Value Chains uncovers the concrete processes
through which multinational corporations, located primarily in
the Global North, capture value from the Global South. We
are brought face to face with various state-of-the-art
corporate strategies that enforce “economical” and “flexible”
production, including labor management methods, aimed to
reassert the imperial dominance of the North, while continuing
the dependency of the Global South and polarizing the global
economy. Case studies of Indonesian suppliers exemplify the
growing burden borne by the workers of the Global South,
whose labor creates the surplus value that enriches the
capitalists of the North, as well as the secondary capitals of
the South. Today, those who control the value chains and
siphon off the profits are primarily financial interests with vast
economic and political power—the power that must be broken
if the global working class is to liberate itself. Suwandi’s book
depicts in concrete detail the relations of unequal exchange
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that structure today’s world economy. This study, up-to-date
and richly documented, puts labor and class back at the
center of our understanding of the world capitalist system.
This volume offers a comprehensive guide to methods used
in the sociocultural, linguistic and historical research of food
use. This volume is unique in offering food-related research
methods from multiple academic disciplines, and includes
methods that bridge disciplines to provide a thorough review
of best practices. In each chapter, a case study from the
author's own work is to illustrate why the methods were
adopted in that particular case along with abundant additional
resources to further develop and explore the methods.
The interaction of sustainability governance and global value
chains has crucial implications the world over. When it comes
to sustainability the last decade has witnessed the birth of
hybrid forms of governance where business, civil society and
public actors interact at different levels, leading to a focus on
concepts of legitimacy within multi-stakeholder initiatives
(MSIs). Based in over 15 years of theoretical engagement
and field research, Business, Power and Sustainability draws
from both labour-intensive value chains, such as in the agrofood sector (coffee, wine, fish, biofuels, palm oil), and from
capital-intensive value chains such as in shipping and
aviation, to discuss how sustainability governance can be
best designed, managed and institutionalized in today’s
world of global value chains (GVCs). Examining current
theoretical and analytical efforts aimed at including
sustainability issues in GVC governance theory, it expands on
recent work examining GVC upgrading by introducing the
concept of environmental upgrading; and through new
conceptions of orchestration, it provides suggestions for how
governments and international organizations can best
facilitate the achievement of sustainability goals. Essential
reading on the governance of sustainability in the twenty-first
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The Routledge Handbook of Industry and Development is a
global overview of industrialisation. Each chapter will provide
readers with contemporary insights into this this essential
aspect of economic development. Industrialisation has been
at the forefront of discussion on economic development since
the earliest days of development economics. But over the last
fifty years, the manufacturing sectors of different countries
and regions have grown at strikingly different rates. In 1960
developing countries took a very small share of global
manufacturing production. Today the position had changed
radically with fast growth of manufacturing in many parts of
what was originally the developing world, particularly in China
and the rest of East Asia. On the other hand, countries in
Africa and parts of Latin America have been largely left
behind by this process of industrialisation. This volume aims
to illuminate this uneven development and takes stock of the
current issues that hinder and support industrialisation in low
and middle income economies. This Handbook is a collection
of chapters on different aspects of industrialisation
experience in a range of countries. Key themes include, the
role of manufacturing in growth, the nature of structural
change at different stages of development, the role of
manufacturing in employment creation, alternative options for
trade and industrial policy, the key role of technology and
technical change, and the impact of globalisation and the
spread of global value chains and foreign direct investment
on prospects for industrialisation. Several chapters discuss
individual country experiences with examples from India,
Mexico, South Africa and Tanzania, as well as an overview of
African industrialisation. This authoritative Handbook will be a
key reference source for those studying or wishing to
understand contemporary economic development. Offering
inspiration and direction for future research, this landmark
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volume will be of crucial importance to all development
economics scholars and researchers.
The Sociology of Development Handbook gathers essays
that reflect the range of debates in development sociology
and in the interdisciplinary study and practice of development.
The essays address the pressing intellectual challenges of
today, including internal and international migration,
transformation of political regimes, globalization, changes in
household and family formations, gender dynamics,
technological change, population and economic growth,
environmental sustainability, peace and war, and the
production and reproduction of social and economic
inequality.
The world of trade is changing rapidly, from the 'rise of the
South' to the growth of unconventional projects like fair trade
and carbon trading. Beyond Free Trade advances alternative
ways for understanding these new dynamics, based on
historical, political, or sociological methods that go beyond the
limitations of conventional trade economics.
Studies conceptual foundations of GVC analysis, twin pillars
of 'governance' and 'upgrading', and detailed cases of
emerging economies.

"Provides definitive coverage of consumer studies with
entries that define and explain key concepts, persons,
and approaches"-Global value chains (GVCs) are a key feature of the
global economy in the 21st century. They show how
international investment and trade create cross-border
production networks that link countries, firms and
workers around the globe. This Handbook describes how
GVCs arise and vary across industries and countries,
and how they have evolved over time in response to
economic and political forces. With chapters written by
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leading interdisciplinary scholars, the Handbook unpacks
the key concepts of GVC governance and upgrading,
and explores policy implications for advanced and
developing economies alike. p.p1 {margin: 0.0px 0.0px
0.0px 0.0px; font: 10.0px Arial}
Modern materials science builds on knowledge from
physics, chemistry, biology, mathematics, computer and
data science, and engineering sciences to enable us to
understand, control, and expand the material world.
Although it is anchored in inquiry-based fundamental
science, materials research is strongly focused on
discovering and producing reliable and economically
viable materials, from super alloys to polymer
composites, that are used in a vast array of products
essential to today's societies and economies. Frontiers
of Materials Research: A Decadal Survey is aimed at
documenting the status and promising future directions
of materials research in the United States in the context
of similar efforts worldwide. This third decadal survey in
materials research reviews the progress and
achievements in materials research and changes in the
materials research landscape over the last decade;
research opportunities for investment for the period
2020-2030; impacts that materials research has had and
is expected to have on emerging technologies, national
needs, and science; and challenges the enterprise may
face over the next decade.
Over the past 500 years westerners have turned into
avid consumers of colonial products and various
production systems in the Americas, Africa and Asia
have adapted to serve the new markets that opened up
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in the wake of the "European encounter". The effects of
these transformations for the long-term development of
these societies are fiercely contested. How can we use
historical source material to pinpoint this social change?
This volume presents six different examples from
countries in which commodities were embedded in
existing production systems - tobacco, coffee, sugar and
indigo in Indonesia, India and Cuba - to shed light on this
key process in human history. To demonstrate the
effectiveness of using different types of source material,
each contributor presents a micro-study based on a
different type of historical source: a diary, a petition, a
"mail report", a review, a scientific study and a survey.
As a result, the volume offers insights into how historians
use their source material to construct narratives about
the past and offers introductions to trajectories of
agricultural commodity production, as well as much new
information about the social struggles surrounding them.
Owing to their unique magnetic, phosphorescent, and
catalytic properties, rare earths are the elements that
make possible teverything from the miniaturization of
electronics, to the enabling of green energy and medical
technologies, to supporting essential telecommunications
and defense systems. An iPhone uses eight rare earths
for everything from its colored screen, to its speakers, to
the miniaturization of the phone?s circuitry. On the
periodic table rare earth elements comprise a set of
seventeen chemical elements (the fifteen lanthanides
plus scandium and yttrium). There would be no Pokm?n
Go without rare earths. Rare Earth Frontiers is a work of
human geography. Klinger looks historically and
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geographically at the ways rare earth elements in three
discrete but representative and contested sites are given
meaning.
This study provides an overview of how the Bangladeshi
leather value chain is organised and governed. It
analyses how the leather processing and leather
goods/footwear subsectors are integrated into the global
market and to what extent informal arrangements
including illicit practices are conducive to global market
entry. Power relations are dissected along the value
chain, in order to analyse how local producers adapt to
upholding competitiveness. The results of the work show
the need to devise upgrading strategies which pay heed
to the reality of informal dynamics in a global value chain
(GVC) to improve the local producers’ competitiveness.
The GVC perspective was combined with considerations
on upgrading, subcontracting, middlemen and informality
to adequately analyse the complexity of the transactions
in the chain. The data of this study are drawn from
empirical field studies in Dhaka, Bangladesh and other
sections of the international leather value chain during
the time period of 2010 to 2014. A qualitative research
approach was complemented with quantitative methods.
In The Political Economy of Indigo in India, 1580-1930: A
Global Perspective Ghulam A. Nadri explores the
dynamics of the indigo industry and trade in India from a
long-term perspectives and in a global context.
Written by leading authorities from Australasia, Europe
and North America, this book examines the dynamic
conflicts and synergies between nature conservation and
human development in contemporary Cambodia. After
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suffering conflict and stagnation in the late twentieth
century, Cambodia has experienced an economic
transformation in the last decade, with growth averaging
almost ten per cent per year, partly through investment
from China. However this rush for development has been
coupled with tremendous social and environmental
change which, although positive in some aspects, has
led to rising inequality and profound shifts in the
condition, ownership and management of natural
resources. High deforestation rates, declining fish stocks,
biodiversity loss, and alienation of indigenous and rural
people from their land and traditional livelihoods are now
matters of increasing local and international concern.
The book explores the social and political dimensions of
these environmental changes in Cambodia, and of
efforts to intervene in and ‘improve’ current trajectories
for conservation and development. It provides a
compelling analysis of the connections between nature,
state and society, pointing to the key role of grassroots
and non-state actors in shaping Cambodia’s frontiers of
change. These insights will be of great interest to
scholars of Southeast Asia and environmentdevelopment issues in general.

The subprime crash of 2008 revealed a fragile,
unjust, and unsustainable economy built on retail
consumption, low-wage jobs, and fictitious capital.
Economic crisis, finance capital, and global
commodity chains transformed Southern California
just as Latinxs and immigrants were turning
California into a majority-nonwhite state. In Inland
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Shift, Juan D. De Lara uses the growth of Southern
California’s logistics economy, which controls the
movement of goods, to examine how modern
capitalism was shaped by and helped to transform
the region’s geographies of race and class. While
logistics provided a roadmap for capital and the state
to transform Southern California, it also created
pockets of resistance among labor, community, and
environmental groups who argued that commodity
distribution exposed them to economic and
environmental precarity.
International Encyclopedia of Human Geography,
Second Edition embraces diversity by design and
captures the ways in which humans share places
and view differences based on gender, race,
nationality, location and other factors—in other words,
the things that make people and places different.
Questions of, for example, politics, economics, race
relations and migration are introduced and discussed
through a geographical lens. This updated edition
will assist readers in their research by providing
factual information, historical perspectives,
theoretical approaches, reviews of literature, and
provocative topical discussions that will stimulate
creative thinking. Presents the most up-to-date and
comprehensive coverage on the topic of human
geography Contains extensive scope and depth of
coverage Emphasizes how geographers interact
with, understand and contribute to problem-solving in
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the contemporary world Places an emphasis on how
geography is relevant in a social and interdisciplinary
context
In a world of high finance, unprecedented
technological change, and cyber billionaires, it is
easy to forget that a major source of global wealth is,
literally, right under our noses. Coffee is one of the
most valuable Southern exports, generating billions
of dollars in corporate profits each year, even while
the majority of the world’s 25 million coffee families
live in relative poverty. But who is responsible for
such vast inequality? Many analysts point to the
coffee market itself, its price volatility and corporate
oligarchy, and seek to "correct" it through fair trade,
organic and sustainable coffee, corporate social
responsibility, and a number of market-driven
projects. The result has been widespread
acceptance that the "market" is both the cause of
underdevelopment and its potential solution. Against
this consensus, Gavin Fridell provocatively argues
that state action, both good and bad, has been and
continues to be central to the everyday operations of
the coffee industry, even in today’s world of "free
trade". Combining rich history with an incisive
analysis of key factors shaping the coffee business,
Fridell challenges the notion that injustice in the
industry can be solved "one sip at a time" - as ethical
trade promoters put it. Instead, he points to the
centrality of coffee statecraft both for preserving the
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status quo and for initiating meaningful changes to
the coffee industry in the future.
The global phenomenon of political consumerism is
known through such diverse manifestations as
corporate boycotts, increased preferences for
organic and fairtrade products, and lifestyle choices
such as veganism. It has also become an area of
increasing research across a variety of disciplines.
Political consumerism uses consumer power to
change institutional or market practices that are
found ethically, environmentally, or politically
objectionable. Through such actions, the goods
offered on the consumer market are problematized
and politicized. Distinctions between consumers and
citizens and between the economy and politics
collapse. The Oxford Handbook of Political
Consumerism offers the first comprehensive
theoretical and comparative overview of the ways in
which the market becomes a political arena. It maps
the four major forms of political consumerism:
boycotting, buycotting (spending to show support),
lifestyle politics, and discursive actions, such as
culture jamming. Chapters by leading scholars
examine political consumerism in different locations
and industry sectors, and in consideration of
environmental and human rights problems, political
events, and the ethics of production and
manufacturing practices. This volume offers a
thorough exploration of the phenomenon and its
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myriad dilemmas, involving religion, race,
nationalism, gender relations, animals, and our
common future. Moreover, the Handbook takes
stock of political consumerism's effectiveness in
solving complex global problems and its use to both
promote and impede democracy.
Kenya supplies more than 35 percent of the freshcut roses and other flowers sold annually in the
European Union. This industry—which employs at
least 90,000 workers, most of whom are women—is
lucrative but enduringly controversial. More than half
the flowers are grown near the shores of Lake
Naivasha, a freshwater lake northwest of Nairobi
recognized as a Ramsar site, a wetland of
international importance. Critics decry the
environmental side effects of floriculture, and human
rights activists demand better wages and living
conditions for workers. In this rich portrait of Kenyan
floriculture, Megan Styles presents the point of view
of local workers and investigates how the industry
shapes Kenyan livelihoods, landscapes, and politics.
She investigates the experiences and perspectives
of low-wage farmworkers and the more elite actors
whose lives revolve around floriculture, including
farm managers and owners, Kenyan officials, and
the human rights and environmental activists
advocating for reform. By exploring these
perspectives together, Styles reveals the complex
and contradictory ways that rose farming shapes
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contemporary Kenya. She also shows how the rose
industry connects Kenya to the world, and how
Kenyan actors perceive these connections. As a key
space of encounter, Lake Naivasha is a synergistic
center where many actors seek to solve broader
Kenyan social and environmental problems using the
global flows of people, information, and money
generated by floriculture.
It has increasingly been recognised that rural and
urban areas are inextricably interlinked. This book
adopts a fresh approach to the issue of rural-urban
dynamics through a study of the changing nature of
livelihoods, mobility and markets in ten study sites
across four countries of Africa and Asia. Building on
detailed fieldwork conducted in Ghana, Tanzania,
Vietnam and Thailand, the authors explore how
settlements and livelihoods are being transformed as
long-term inhabitants and recent migrants embrace
new economic activities many of which are linked to
global markets. The book is structured around the
concept of ‘frontier’ which is conceptualized as
being a dynamic space where the forces of
economic, demographic and social change are
brought to bear. The study sites include agricultural
frontiers (coffee, cocoa, pineapples and fresh fruit),
handicraft and manufacturing frontiers, and mining
frontiers (gold and diamonds). In all of the cases,
global value chain dynamics have played a pivotal
role in shaping local livelihoods. Some settlements
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are developing into new urban centres whilst others
are suffering from a boom and bust experience due
to the unreliability of export markets. The similarities
and differences between the frontier settlements are
drawn out by comparing frontiers of similar types and
by highlighting the theoretical and policy implications
of the findings from all the frontier types. The
originality of the book lies in its combination of
conceptual clarity, methodological coherence and
empirical richness. By combining detailed empirical
findings with theoretical insight from debates on
livelihoods, global value chains, mobility patterns,
settlement dynamics and rural-urban relations, the
book sheds new light on these issues within an
overall framework of development trajectories in
Africa and Asia. Given scholars’ and international
agencies’ current interest in the spatial dimensions
of economic development, this contribution is
particularly timely with its fresh geographical
approach to development issues; this book is a
pertinent and authoritative read for anyone
researching or learning in the field of development.
This edited volume provides a collection of historical
and contemporary commodity chain studies placing
labor at the centre of their analysis. It represents an
important contribution to commodity chain research,
but also to the fields of social-economic and global
labour history.
"This book disseminates current issues and trends
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emerging in the field of adult e-learning and online
instruction"--Provided by publisher.
Gendered Commodity Chains is the first book to consider the
fundamental role of gender in global commodity chains. It
challenges long-held assumptions of global economic
systems by identifying the crucial role social reproduction
plays in production and by declaring the household as an
important site of production. In affirming the importance of
women's work in global production, this cutting-edge volume
fills an important gender gap in the field of global commodity
and value chain analysis. With thirteen chapters by an
international group of scholars from sociology, anthropology,
economics, women's studies, and geography, this volume
begins with an eye-opening feminist critique of existing
commodity chain literature. Throughout its remaining five
parts, Gendered Commodity Chains addresses ways
women's work can be integrated into commodity chain
research, the forms women's labor takes, threats to social
reproduction, the impact of indigenous and peasant
households on commodity chains, the rapidly expanding
arenas of global carework and sex trafficking, and finally,
opportunities for worker resistance. This broadly
interdisciplinary volume provides conceptual and
methodological guides for academics, graduate students,
researchers, and activists interested in the gendered nature
of commodity chains.
Few observers are unimpressed by the economic ambition of
China or by the nation's remarkable rate of growth. But what
does the future hold? This meticulously researched book
closely examines the strengths and weaknesses of the
Chinese economic system to discover where the nation may
be headed and what the Chinese experience reveals about
emerging market economies. The authors find that contrary to
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popular belief, cutting edge innovation is not a prerequisite for
sustained economic vitality--and that China is a perfect case
in point.
Polymers are used in everything from nylon stockings to
commercial aircraft to artificial heart valves, and they have a
key role in addressing international competitiveness and other
national issues. Polymer Science and Engineering explores
the universe of polymers, describing their properties and wideranging potential, and presents the state of the science, with
a hard look at downward trends in research support. Leading
experts offer findings, recommendations, and research
directions. Lively vignettes provide snapshots of polymers in
everyday applications. The volume includes an overview of
the use of polymers in such fields as medicine and
biotechnology, information and communication, housing and
construction, energy and transportation, national defense,
and environmental protection. The committee looks at the
various classes of polymers--plastics, fibers, composites, and
other materials, as well as polymers used as membranes and
coatings--and how their composition and specific methods of
processing result in unparalleled usefulness. The reader can
also learn the science behind the technology, including efforts
to model polymer synthesis after nature's methods, and
breakthroughs in characterizing polymer properties needed
for twenty-first-century applications. This informative volume
will be important to chemists, engineers, materials scientists,
researchers, industrialists, and policymakers interested in the
role of polymers, as well as to science and engineering
educators and students.
This Research Agenda provides both a state-of-the-art review
of existing research on city-regions, and expands on new
research approaches. Expert contributors from across the
globe explore key areas for reading city-regions, including:
trade, services and people, regional differentiation, big data,
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global production networks, governance and policy, and
regional development. The book focuses on developing a
more integrated and systematic approach to reading cityregions as part of regeneration economics, identifying
conceptual and methodological developments in this field of
study.
Island Southeast Asia was once a thriving region, and its
products found eager consumers from China to Europe.
Today, the Philippines, Indonesia, and Malaysia are primarily
exporters of their surplus of cheap labor, with more than ten
million emigrants from the region working all over the world.
How did a prosperous region become a peripheral one? In
The Making of a Periphery, Ulbe Bosma draws on new
archival sources from the colonial period to the present to
demonstrate how high demographic growth and a long history
of bonded labor relegated Southeast Asia to the margins of
the global economy. Bosma finds that the region’s contact
with colonial trading powers during the early nineteenth
century led to improved health care and longer life spans as
the Spanish and Dutch colonial governments began to
vaccinate their subjects against smallpox. The resulting
abundance of workers ushered in extensive migration toward
emerging labor-intensive plantation and mining belts.
European powers exploited existing patron-client labor
systems with the intermediation of indigenous elites and nonEuropean agents to develop extractive industries and
plantation agriculture. Bosma shows that these trends shaped
the postcolonial era as these migration networks expanded
far beyond the region. A wide-ranging comparative study of
colonial commodity production and labor regimes, The
Making of a Periphery is of major significance to international
economic history, colonial and postcolonial history, and
Southeast Asian history.
Over the past two decades, the extraction of nonrenewable
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resources in Latin America has given rise to many forms of
struggle, particularly among disadvantaged populations. The
first analytical collection to combine geographical and political
ecological approaches to the post-1990s changes in Latin
America’s extractive economy, Subterranean Struggles
closely examines the factors driving this expansion and the
sociopolitical, environmental, and political economic
consequences it has wrought. In this analysis, more than a
dozen experts explore the many facets of struggles
surrounding extraction, from protests in the vicinity of
extractive operations to the everyday efforts of excluded
residents who try to adapt their livelihoods while industries
profoundly impact their lived spaces. The book explores the
implications of extractive industry for ideas of nature, region,
and nation; “resource nationalism” and environmental
governance; conservation, territory, and indigenous
livelihoods in the Amazon and Andes; everyday life and
livelihood in areas affected by small- and large-scale mining
alike; and overall patterns of social mobilization across the
region. Arguing that such struggles are an integral part of the
new extractive economy in Latin America, the authors
document the increasingly conflictive character of these
interactions, raising important challenges for theory, for
policy, and for social research methodologies. Featuring
works by social and natural science authors, this collection
offers a broad synthesis of the dynamics of extractive industry
whose relevance stretches to regions beyond Latin America.
A single seed is more than just the promise of a plant. In rural
south India, seeds represent diverging paths toward a
sustainable livelihood. Development programs and global
agribusiness promote genetically modified seeds and organic
certification as a path toward more sustainable cotton
production, but these solutions mask a complex web of
economic, social, political, and ecological issues that may
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have consequences as dire as death. In Cultivating
Knowledge anthropologist Andrew Flachs shows how rural
farmers come to plant genetically modified or certified organic
cotton, sometimes during moments of agrarian crisis.
Interweaving ethnographic detail, discussions of ecological
knowledge, and deep history, Flachs uncovers the
unintended consequences of new technologies, which offer
great benefits to some—but at others’ expense. Flachs shows
that farmers do not make simple cost-benefit analyses when
evaluating new technologies and options. Their evaluation of
development is a complex and shifting calculation of social
meaning, performance, economics, and personal aspiration.
Only by understanding this complicated nexus can we begin
to understand sustainable agriculture. By comparing the
experiences of farmers engaged with these mutually
exclusive visions for the future of agriculture, Cultivating
Knowledge investigates the human responses to global
agrarian change. It illuminates the local impact of global
changes: the slow, persistent dangers of pesticides,
inequalities in rural life, the aspirations of people who grow
fibers sent around the world, the place of ecological
knowledge in modern agriculture, and even the complex
threat of suicide. It all begins with a seed.
This book provides insight into the potential for the market to
protect and improve labour standards and working conditions
in global apparel supply chains. It examines the possibilities
and limitations of market approaches to securing social
compliance in global manufacturing industries. It does so by
tracing the historic origins of social labelling both in trade
union and consumer constituencies, considering industry and
consumer perspectives on the benefits and drawbacks of
social labelling, comparing efforts to develop and implement
labelling initiatives in various countries, and locating social
labelling within contemporary debates and controversies
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about the implications of globalization for workers worldwide.
Scholars and students of globalisation, development,
corporate social responsibility, human geography, labour and
industrial relations, business ethics, consumer behaviour and
fashion will find its contents of relevance. CSR practitioners in
the clothing and other industries will also find this useful in
developing policy with respect to supply chain assurance.

"With all entries followed by cross-references and further
reading lists, this current resource is ideal for high school
and college students looking for connecting ideas and
additional sources on them. The work brings together the
many facets of global studies into a solid reference tool
and will help those developing and articulating an
ideological perspective." — Library Journal The
Encyclopedia of Global Studies is the reference work for
the emerging field of global studies. It covers both
transnational topics and intellectual approaches to the
study of global themes, including the globalization of
economies and technologies; the diaspora of cultures
and dispersion of peoples; the transnational aspects of
social and political change; the global impact of
environmental, technological, and health changes; and
the organizations and issues related to global civil
society. Key Themes: • Global civil society • Global
communications, transportation, technology • Global
conflict and security • Global culture, media • Global
demographic change • Global economic issues • Global
environmental and energy issues • Global governance
and world order • Global health and nutrition • Global
historical antecedents • Global justice and legal issues •
Global religions, beliefs, ideologies • Global studies •
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Identities in global society Readership: Students and
academics in the fields of politics and international
relations, international business, geography and
environmental studies, sociology and cultural studies,
and health.
This interdisciplinary edited collection explores the
dynamics of global capitalist expansion through the
concept of the ‘commodity frontier’. Applying an
inductive approach rather than starting at the global
level, as most meta-narratives have done, this book
sheds light on how local dynamics have shaped the
process of capitalist expansion into ‘uncommodified’
spaces. Contributors demonstrate that ultimately the
evolution of frontier zones and their reconfiguration over
time have transformed human ecology, labour relations
and social, economic and political structures across the
globe. Chapters examine agricultural and pastoral
frontiers, natural habitats, and commodity frontiers with
fossil fuels and mineral resources located in various
regions of the world, including South America, Asia,
Africa and the Arabian Gulf.
In Zinc for Coin and Brass Hailian Chen offers the first
comprehensive history of Chinese zinc over the long
eighteenth century. This book covers a wide range of
topics including Qing China’s political economy, material
culture, environment, technology, and society.
Transnational spatial relations offer a key point from
which to study the geographies of contemporary
globalization. This book assesses the possible crossfertilization between two of the most notable analytical
frameworks - the world city network framework and the
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global commodity chain framework. Transnational spatial
relations have become a key analytical lens through
which to study the geographies of contemporary
globalization Brings together contributions of key
researchers from different backgrounds and different
parts of the world Offers a set of original approaches to
the study of the networked geography of globalization
Featuring new contributions by leading globalization
scholars, this timely volume analyzes the organization,
geography, politics, and power dynamics of international
trade and production networks understood as global
commodity chains.
A collection of papers by some of the world's leading
specialists on global value chains (GVCs). It examines
how GVCs have evolved and the challenges they face in
a rapidly changing world. The approach is multidisciplinary, with contributions from economists, political
scientists, supply chain management specialists,
practitioners and policy-makers. Co-published with the
Fung Global Institute and the Temasek
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