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Edisto Padgett Powell
Padgett Powell, author of the acclaimed The Interrogative Mood and “one of the few
truly important American writers of our time” (Sam Lipsyte), returns with a hilarious
Southern send-up of Samuel Beckett’s classic Waiting for Godot. Truly a master of
envelope-pushing, post-postmodern American fiction, in a class with Nicholas Baker
and Lydia Davis, Powell brilliantly blends the sublime, the trivial, and the oddball in You
& Me, as two loquacious gents on a porch discuss all manner of subjects, from the
mundane to the spiritual to the downright ridiculous. At once outrageously funny and
profound, You & Me is yet another brilliant, boundary-bursting masterwork, proving
once again that, “there are few writers who understand both the beauty and the
absurdity of language as well as Padgett Powell” (Kevin Wilson, author of The Family
Fang) and that, “Padgett Powell is one of the best writers in America, and one of the
funniest, too” (Ian Frazier). You & Me: A Novel won the James Tait Black Prize for
Fiction.
This tale of the Holocaust “will make many think of the stories of Ernest Hemingway . . .
a reminder of the power a short, perfect work of fiction can wield” (The Wall Street
Journal). This timeless short novel begins one morning in the dead of winter, during the
darkest years of World War II, with three German soldiers heading out into the frozen
Polish countryside. They have been charged by their commanders with tracking down
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and bringing back for execution “one of them”—a Jew. Having flushed out a young man
hiding in the woods, they decide to rest in an abandoned house before continuing their
journey back to the camp. As they prepare food, they are joined by a passing Pole
whose virulent anti-Semitism adds tension to an already charged atmosphere. Before
long, the group’s sympathies begin to splinter when each man is forced to confront his
own conscience as the moral implications of their murderous mission become clear.
Described by Ian McEwan as “sparse, beautiful and shocking,” A Meal in Winter is a
“stark and profound” work by a Booker Prize–nominated author (The New York Times).
“Sustains tension until the very last page.” —Kirkus Reviews, starred review
Twenty-three surreal fictions—stories, character assassinations, and minitravelogues—from one of the most heralded writers of the American South There are
many things that repulse “Dr. Ordinary.” “Kansas” is notable for its distinct lack of
farmland. “Wayne’s Fate” is most unfortunate, not merely for Wayne but for the roofer
pal who stands by watching his good buddy lose his head. “Miss Resignation” simply
cannot win at Bingo. And there is nothing “Typical” about the unemployed steelworker
and self-described “piece of crud” who strides through this collection’s title story.
Welcome to the world of Padgett Powell, one of the most original American literary
voices in recent memory. Typical is both a bravura demonstration of Powell’s passion
for words, and an offbeat, perceptive view of contemporary life—an enthralling work by a
one-of-a-kind wordsmith, and a redefinition of what short fiction can be.
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Thrown together to organize a fund-raiser for their private school, teacher Judy
McFarland and student Zach Patterson, bonded by loneliness, embark on an affair that
corrupts them both as the lines between adult and child are blurred.
The acclaimed novel of love, ambition, and Arctic adventure “told with fin de siecle
elegance”—with an introduction by Philip Pullman (Kirkus Reviews). It is July 1897, at
the northernmost reach of the inhabited world. Swedish inventor Gustav Crispin is
determined to become the first person to set foot on the North Pole, and return, borne
by hot air balloon. Making the expedition with two companions—an American journalist
and a young, French-speaking adventurer—all three climb into the small wicker gondola
and cuts the ropes. But as Gustav pursues his history-making ambition, and their flimsy
balloon is battered by Arctic winds, his mind returns again and again to his fraught
romance with the beautiful Luisa. Nominated for the National Book Award in 1977, The
Balloonist was hailed by Mary Renault as a “tour de force.” The story of Gustav Crispin
is “chilling and comic by turn . . . An unusual mixture of Arctic adventure and Parisian
love story with philosophic overtones” (Kirkus Reviews).
From the author of the forthcoming 4 3 2 1: A Novel – a spare, powerful, intensely
visionary novel about the bare-bones conditions of survival In a distant and unsettling
future, Anna Blume is on a mission in an unnamed city of chaos and disaster. Its
destitute inhabitants scavenge garbage for food and shelter, no industry exists, and an
elusive government provides nothing but corruption. Anna wades through the filth to
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find her long-lost brother, a one-time journalist who may or may not be alive. New York
Times-bestselling author Paul Auster (The New York Trilogy) shows us a disturbing
Hobbesian society in this dystopian, post-apocalyptic novel.
'If Duchamp or maybe Magritte wrote a novel it might look something like this
remarkable little book of Padgett Powell's: immensely readable, ingenious, witty, and
ultimately important-feeling in a way you can't quite describe but don't need to' Richard
Ford Are your emotions pure? Are your nerves adjustable? How do you stand in
relation to the potato? Should it still be Constantinople? Does a nameless horse make
you more nervous or less nervous than a named horse? In your view, do children smell
good? ... Does your doorbell ever ring? Is there sand in your craw? Is it a novel?
Whatever it is, The Interrogative Mood is stubbornly memorable. Through a seemingly
random but infinitely artful series of questions this small masterpiece mysteriously,
elusively, hilariously, compellingly lights up life.
Yumiko was born in Japan but has made a life in London, losing herself in its
cosmopolitan bustle. She has a gallery show of her art, a good job, and a good guy she
plans to marry. The culture she grew up in seems very far away—until her brother
phones with the news that their father has died. Yumiko returns to Tokyo and finds
herself immersed in the rituals of death while also plunged into the rituals of life—fish
bars, bullet trains, pagodas—as she confronts the question of where her future really
lies. Just So Happens deals both gently and powerfully with grief, identity, and the
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pressure not to disappoint one’s parents, even after they’re gone, in a look at the
relationships that build the foundation of our lives.
Named a Best Book of 2015 by NPR and Vanity Fair "Rifles through fear, identity,
meaning, and cultural memory in forty–four short, surreal stories." —Vanity Fair "By turns
moving, funny, and maddening…. very much in the key of Donald Barthelme." —The New
York Times Book Review "Somehow both grounded and absurd, each one of the
stories trying get at that heart of the confusion and sadness at the core of contemporary
life." —VICE From the highly acclaimed author of Edisto and The Interrogative Mood,
Padgett Powell's new collection of stories, Cries for Help, Various, follows his mentor
Donald Barthelme's advice that "wacky mode" must "break their hearts." The
surrealistic and comical terrain of most of the forty–four stories here is grounded by a
real preoccupation with longing, fear, work, loneliness, and cultural nostalgia. These
universal concerns are given exhilarating life by way of Powell's "wit, his . . . dazzling
turns of phrase" (Scott Spencer). Padgett Powell's language is both lofty and low–down,
his tone cranky and heartfelt, exuberant and inconsolable. His characters rebel against
convention and ambition, hoping to maintain their very sanity by doing so. Even the
most hilarious or fantastical stories in Cries for Help, Various ring gloriously, poignantly,
true.
The second novel from Lee Rourke, author of the cult hit ‘The Canal’.
Keeper of the House is an unforgettable novel narrated by the lively Minyon Manigault,
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a young black woman from a coastal South Carolina Gullah community. In 1929, due to
mysterious family circumstances, Minyon is given up by her grandmother to the
employment of Ariadne Fleming, a white madam in the famously elegant brothel called
Hazelhedge. At the age of fourteen, she becomes a pair of eyes and hands, watching
and working almost invisibly in a world where men and women leave their inhibition,
and their pasts, at the door. As Minyon grows up in the household with other black
people who provide behind-the-scenes support of Hazelhedge, she cannot escape her
haunting childhood memories. Even while bearing witness to the events unfolding
around her, Minyon seeks to find her place in the world, and her pace within herself.
Why was the corpse of Khalil Ahmad Jaber found in a mound of garbage? Why had this
civil servant disappeared weeks before his horrific death? Who was this man? A
journalist begins to piece together an answer by speaking with his widow, a local
engineer, a watchman, the garbage man who discovered him, the doctor who
performed the autopsy, and a young militiaman. Their stories emerge, along with the
horrors of Lebanon’s bloody civil war and its ravaging effects on the psyches of the
survivors. With empathy and candor, Elias Khoury reveals the havoc the war wreaked
on Beirut and its inhabitants, as well as the resilience of a people.
“Beth Webb Hart shares her knowledge [of the lowcountry] with skill, wisdom, and
beauty.” – Pat Conroy, author of The Prince of Tides When a business venture goes
sour, Charleston blue-bloods Billy and Dee DeLoach uproot their family and move into
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the caretaker’s cottage on what was once the family plantation estate on Edisto Island.
While the rest of her family falls to pieces, DeVeaux struggles to sustain them through
her reluctant help and her stubborn hope. Before the bankruptcy, the family had a
graceful home in a historic Charleston neighborhood. Country clubs, cotillions,
childhood friends, and a close-knit church group. Now they’re living in a run-down
cottage on an island estate that is no longer in the family. DeVeaux has a restaurant
job, a cantankerous old truck, and mud on just about everything. But something is
wearing DeVeaux down. It's not living on the island, which is actually kind of interesting.
And it's not missing her old friends, who have developed an annoying fixation on boys.
What really bothers DeVeaux is that being "ruined" has changed her dad into an illtempered jerk, and her mother just tiptoes around him. If the good Lord has a plan for
saving them, now might be a good time to start. A gritty but gentle drawl of a story,
Grace at Low Tide is a tender and evocative portrait of a young girl embracing
womanhood. With southern society as her backdrop, Beth Webb Hart paints for us a
hard-luck family scrabbling to find its heart again. It is a testimony to the small miracles
of love and loyalty--the gifts of grace that manage to keep us all afloat, even at our
lowest ebb. "a lovely, gifted writer." -Publishers Weekly
The idiosyncratic genius of Padgett Powell shines through in nine stories that bend the
conventions of short fiction Padgett Powell’s literary stage is a blurred vision of the
American South. His characters are bored, sad, assured, confused, deluded, and often
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just one step away from madness. The stories they populate are madder still, delivered
by a voice enthralling and distinctive. Whether he’s chronicling a housewife’s
encouragement of adolescent lust, following two good ol’ boys on their search for a
Chinese healer, or delving into the mind of an unstable moped accident survivor as he
awaits a hefty settlement check, Powell revels in the irregularities of the mundane. His
people occupy bar stools and strip clubs, pickup truck cabs and mental health clinics,
looking for love, drugs, answers. According to the New York Times Book Review, “Mr.
Powell is like a fabulous guest at a dinner party, the guy who gets people drinking far
too much and licking their dessert plates and laughing at jokes—for which not a few of
them will hate themselves in the morning.”
While in Africa to work on her thesis project, an American anthropologist falls for Nelson
Denoon, the charismatic intellectual who is rumored to have founded a highly secretive
utopian society. Reprint. Winner of the National Book Award for Fiction.
The first collection of nonfiction by "one of the few truly important American writers of
our time" (Sam Lipsyte). Gathering pieces written during the past three decades, Indigo
ranges widely in subject matter and tone, opening with “Cleve Dean,” which takes
Padgett Powell to Sweden for the World Armwrestling Federation Championships,
through to its closing title piece, which charts Powell’s lifelong fascination with the
endangered indigo snake, “a thinking snake,” and his obsession with seeing one in the
wild. “Some things in between” include an autobiographical piece about growing up in
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the segregated and newly integrated South and tributes to writers Powell has known,
among them Donald Barthelme, who “changed the aesthetic of short fiction in America
for the second half of the twentieth century,” and Peter Taylor, who briefly lived in
Gainesville, Florida, where Powell taught for thirty-five years. There are also homages
to other admired writers: Flannery O’Connor, “the goddesshead”; Denis Johnson, with
his “hard honest comedy”; and William Trevor, whose Collected Stories provides “the
most literary bang for the buck in the English world.” A throughline in many of the
pieces is the American South—the college teacher who introduced Powell to Faulkner;
the city of New Orleans, which “can render the improbable possible”; and the
seductions of gumbo, sometimes cooked with squirrel meat. Also here is an elegy for
Spode, Powell’s beloved pit bull: “I had a dog not afraid, it gave me great cheer and
blustery vicarious happiness.” In addressing the craft of fiction, Powell ventures that
“writing is controlled whimsy.” His idiosyncratic playfulness brings this collection to
vivid life, while his boundless curiosity and respect for the truth keep it on course. As
Pete Dexter writes in his foreword to Indigo, “He is still the best, even if not the bestknown, writer of his generation.”
A twelve-year-old boy chronicles his coming of age on a rural strip of coast between Savannah
and Charleston
Finalist for the National Book Award: Through the eyes of a precocious twelve-year-old in a
seaside South Carolina town, the world of love, sex, friendship, and betrayal blossoms Simons
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Everson Manigault is not a typical twelve-year-old boy in tiny Edisto, South Carolina, in the late
1960s. At the insistence of his challenging mother (known to local blacks as “the Duchess”),
who believes her son to possess a capacity for genius, Simons immerses himself in great
literature and becomes as literate and literary as any English professor. When Taurus, a softspoken African American stranger, moves into the cabin recently vacated by the Manigaults’
longtime maid, a friendship forms. The lonely, excitable Simons and the quiet, thoughtful
Taurus, who has appointed himself Simons’s guide in the ways of the grown-up world, bond
over the course of a hot Southern summer. But Taurus may be playing a larger role in the
Manigaults’ life than he is willing to let on—a suspicion that is confirmed when Simons’s
absent father suddenly returns to the family fold. An evocative, thoughtful novel about growing
up, written in language that sparkles and soars, Padgett Powell’s Edisto is the first novel of
one of the most important southern writers of the last quarter century.
EdistoA NovelOpen Road Media
It's sweltering summer in New York City, and Asa Leventhal is alone. His co-workers ignore or
condescend to him, his wife is away with her mother, and his estranged brother has run off,
abandoning his wife and two sons. One night, Leventhal is confronted by a stranger--'one of
those guys who want you to think they can see to the bottom of your soul'--who reveals himself
to be a marginal figure from his distant past. Leventhal, accused of ruining the man's life,
becomes shocked and dismissive, vehemently denying any part in the man's unhappy lot. But
as time passes, he is increasingly unable to separate his own good fortune from the bad luck
of this down-and-out stranger, who will not leave him be. A brief, haunting rumination on the
vagaries of fate and responsibility, The Victim is, in the words of Norman Rush, Saul Bellow's
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"purest creation."
In the sequel to Powell’s acclaimed debut, Edisto, Simons Manigault is older—if not particularly
wiser—and searching for the cure to his restlessness in memory, travel, and forbidden love
Fourteen years after we first met Simons Manigault, our protagonist is newly graduated from
Clemson University, bored, unfocused, and idling his summer away at his mother’s home in
Edisto, South Carolina. Not yet ready to fully embrace adulthood, Simons finds himself
surrendering to cynicism, as well as to the temptations of his “turned-out-well” first cousin,
Patricia. To avoid sinking further into his rut, Simons embarks on a road trip through the South.
After a disastrous stint as a Corpus Christi fisherman, he exits the Lone Star State, doubling
back to the Louisiana bayou to spend some quality time with his former friend and mentor—and
his mother’s ex-lover—Taurus. But as even Taurus’s once sought-after wisdom wears thin,
Simons begins to suspect that the grass is not greener on the other side—it may be burnt,
brown, and dead wherever he goes. Padgett Powell’s literary return to Edisto is as
outrageous, witty, and bitingly sharp as its predecessor. Readers who adored their first
meeting with Simons Manigault will relish a second helping of his ennui and bad behavior.
Newcomers will likewise be heartily glad they made the trip.
A captivating meditation on the power of the sentence by the author of Essayism, a 2018 New
Yorker book of the year. In Suppose a Sentence, Brian Dillon, whom John Banville has called
“a literary flâneur in the tradition of Baudelaire and Walter Benjamin,” has written a sequel of
sorts to Essayism, turning his attention to the oblique and complex pleasures of the sentence.
A series of essays prompted by a single sentence—from Shakespeare to James Baldwin, John
Ruskin to Joan Didion—this new book explores style, voice, and language, along with the
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subjectivity of reading. Both an exercise in practical criticism and a set of experiments or
challenges, Suppose a Sentence is a polemical and personal reflection on the art of the
sentence in literature.
Angels and Wild Things examines the unique contribution of Maurice Sendak to the literature
of childhood. It is the first comprehensive reading of Sendak's key works that considers the
symbolic child who has appeared and developed in Sendak's books and remains at the center
of his vision. By fusing biographical, historical, cultural, and literary materials with the insights
of depth psychology and archetypal theory, this study traces the evolution of Sendak's work from its first, bold steps in the 1950s, to its liberating breakthroughs of the 1960s and early
1970s, to the rich complexity of his most recent books. Although touching on many of the
works that Sendak has been involved with, John Cech concentrates on those books that
Sendak has both written and illustrated - in essence, those works over which he has had
complete artistic control. It is in these books that we can see most clearly the poesis of
Sendak's art, the alchemy of his creative process that has woven together the remembrances
of his own things past, the spirit of his times, the history of children's literature, and Sendak's
animating concern with the archetypal figure of the child - a symbol of creative potential,
emotional vitality, and spiritual renewal. Angels and Wild Things documents the major role that
Sendak has played in helping to develop a literature of fantasy for young children, one that
could explore the "inside," the emotional, imaginative terrain of a child's experience.
Mr. and Mrs. Fang called it art. Their children called it mischief. Performance artists Caleb and
Camille Fang dedicated themselves to making great art. But when an artist’s work lies in
subverting normality, it can be difficult to raise well-adjusted children. Just ask Buster and
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Annie Fang. For as long as they can remember, they starred (unwillingly) in their parents’
madcap pieces. But now that they are grown up, the chaos of their childhood has made it
difficult to cope with life outside the fishbowl of their parents’ strange world. When the lives
they’ve built come crashing down, brother and sister have nowhere to go but home, where
they discover that Caleb and Camille are planning one last performance–their magnum
opus–whether the kids agree to participate or not. Soon, ambition breeds conflict, bringing the
Fangs to face the difficult decision about what’s ultimately more important: their family or their
art. Filled with Kevin Wilson’s endless creativity, vibrant prose, sharp humor, and keen sense
of the complex performances that unfold in the relationships of people who love one another,
The Family Fang is a masterfully executed tale that is as bizarre as it is touching.

Finalist for the National Book Award: A sassy, cynical professional woman’s notions of
love—and its apparent impossibility—are thrown into question by a man who challenges
everything she thought she knew Though a talented young immigration lawyer, Lexi
Steiner is in trouble. The legal organization where she works in Los Angeles may soon
go under. Her habit of engaging in daring flings with charming—and sometimes not-socharming—men is losing its luster. And her most intimate relationship of all, the one with
her college best friend, Nell, is about to be threatened by two men: Nell’s serious new
lover, and Lexi’s: a divorced investigative reporter who does the unthinkable and falls
in love with her. A fast-paced, sexy, and very serious novel about love and ambition,
about bicoastal best friends and enduring lovers, Slow Dancing is a captivating look at
lives and hearts in transition, moving forward one tentative step at a time.
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Luke B. Goebel's Fourteen Stories, None of Them Are Yours is the winner of the FC2
Ronald Sukenick Innovative Fiction Prize.
At her kitchen table, somewhere in the South, Powell's narrator embarks on a spirited
and often hilarious imagining of certain historical figures and current national
preoccupations. Ostensibly writing her grocery list, Mrs. Hollingsworth most happily
loses her sense of herself.
Now an award-winning Netflix film by Jane Campion, starring Benedict Cumberbatch
and Kirsten Dunst: Thomas Savage's acclaimed Western is "a pitch-perfect evocation
of time and place" (Boston Globe) for fans of East of Eden and Brokeback Mountain.
Set in the wide-open spaces of the American West, The Power of the Dog is a stunning
story of domestic tyranny, brutal masculinity, and thrilling defiance from one of the most
powerful and distinctive voices in American literature. The novel tells the story of two
brothers — one magnetic but cruel, the other gentle and quiet — and of the mother and
son whose arrival on the brothers’ ranch shatters an already tenuous peace. From the
novel’s startling first paragraph to its very last word, Thomas Savage’s voice — and the
intense passion of his characters — holds readers in thrall. "Gripping and powerful...A
work of literary art." —Annie Proulx, from her afterword
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY SLATE • Includes an
exclusive conversation between Lev Grossman and Lauren Owen For fans of Anne
Rice, The Historian, and The Night Circus, an astonishing debut, a novel of epic scope
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and suspense that conjures up all the magic and menace of Victorian London 1892:
James Norbury, a shy would-be poet newly down from Oxford, finds lodging with a
charming young aristocrat. Through this new friendship, he is introduced to the drawingrooms of high society and finds love in an unexpected quarter. Then, suddenly, he
vanishes without a trace. Alarmed, his sister, Charlotte, sets out from their crumbling
country estate determined to find him. In the sinister, labyrinthine London that greets
her, she uncovers a hidden, supernatural city populated by unforgettable characters: a
female rope walker turned vigilante, a street urchin with a deadly secret, and the chilling
“Doctor Knife.” But the answer to her brother’s disappearance ultimately lies within the
doors of the exclusive, secretive Aegolius Club, whose predatory members include the
most ambitious, and most bloodthirsty, men in England. In her first novel, Lauren Owen
has created a fantastical world that is both beguiling and terrifying. The Quick will
establish her as one of fiction’s most dazzling talents. Look for special features inside.
Join the Random House Reader’s Circle for author chats and more. “A suspenseful,
gloriously atmospheric first novel, and a feast of gothic storytelling that is impossible to
resist.”—Kate Atkinson “A cracking good read . . . Owen takes the gothic conventions of
the vampire novel in a refreshing new direction.”—Deborah Harkness, author of A
Discovery of Witches and The Book of Life “A good old-fashioned vampire novel . . .
What fun.”—The New York Times Book Review (Editor’s Choice) “The Quick is that
rare book that reviewers and readers live for: both plot- and character-driven, a stay-upPage 15/21
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all-night reading romp. . . . This is elegant, witty, force-of-nature writing.”—The Dallas
Morning News “The book’s energy, its wide reach and rich detail make it a confident
example of the ‘unputdownable’ novel.”—The Economist “A seamless blend of
Victorian London and rich imagination.”—Tana French, author of In the Woods “A
thrilling tale . . . This book will give you chills even on a hot day.”—Minneapolis Star
Tribune “Stylishly sinister . . . will have you sleeping with the lights on.”—O: The Oprah
Magazine “A sly and glittering addition to the literature of the macabre.”—Hilary Mantel,
author of Wolf Hall “A big, sly bucketful of the most tremendous fun . . . [Owen] weaves
what’s here with what’s beyond as easily as J. K. Rowling does.”—Slate “[An author
of] prodigious gifts . . . Owen captures Dickens’s London with glee and produces a
number of characters Dickens would be happy to call his own.”—Pittsburgh PostGazette
A special two-in-one edition of National Book Award finalist Padgett Powell’s acclaimed
southern novels: Edisto and Edisto Revisited In Edisto, Simons Everson Manigault is
not a typical twelve-year-old boy in tiny Edisto, South Carolina, in the late 1960s. At the
insistence of his challenging mother, who believes her son to possess a capacity for
genius, Simons immerses himself in great literature and becomes as literate and literary
as any English professor. When Taurus, a soft-spoken African American stranger,
moves into the cabin recently vacated by the Manigaults’ longtime maid, a friendship
forms. The lonely, excitable Simons and the quiet, thoughtful Taurus, who has
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appointed himself Simons’s guide in the ways of the grown-up world, bond over the
course of a hot southern summer. In Edisto Revisited, Simons Manigault is newly
graduated from Clemson University, bored, unfocused, and idling his summer away at
his mother’s home in Edisto, South Carolina. Not yet ready to fully embrace adulthood,
Simons finds himself surrendering to cynicism. To avoid sinking further into his rut,
Simons embarks on a road trip through the South. After a disastrous stint as a Corpus
Christi fisherman, he exits the Lone Star State, doubling back to the Louisiana bayou to
spend some quality time with his former friend and mentor—and his mother’s exlover—Taurus. But as even Taurus’s once sought-after wisdom wears thin, Simons
begins to suspect that the grass is not greener on the other side—it may be burnt,
brown, and dead wherever he goes.
When a Brazilian man's face is disfigured, he attempts a grisly self-surgery in this novel
of survival.
Hailed by Time as an “extravagantly comic” novel, A Woman Named Drown is a wild
and strange journey through America’s South that follows a young PhD dropout who
falls in with an amateur actress–cum-pool shark On the brink of earning his doctorate in
chemistry, the unnamed narrator decides to chuck it all away in favor of real life. So
begins an odd pilgrimage through the American South. In Tennessee, our hero is
bewitched by an older, gin-swilling, pool-playing sometimes-actress who claims to have
recently starred in a theatrical production about a “woman named Drown.” He moves
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in with her and just as quickly begins encountering her strange compatriots. Before he
knows it, they’re heading farther south together—to Florida—where the data that the
dropout scientist is collecting from life’s laboratory is about to get quite contradictory.
Richly influenced by offbeat literary giant Donald Barthelme, Padgett Powell’s A
Woman Named Drown offers readers a smorgasbord of literary strangeness—a surreal
series of adventures in which nothing much—and yet everything—happens at once.
When La's car gets a puncture out in the countryside, the man who lives nearest proves
recalcitrantly helpful. She ends up falling asleep in his armchair and wakes to intense guilt at
neglecting her daughter back in Reykjavik, followed by shock at what she finds in her helper's
back room - half-finished, life-size silicone women hanging from hooks. Sveinn, her host, is a
craftsman; he makes sex dolls. In his workshop La is overcome with a surprising reverence,
and acting on a mad notion of salvation, she steals one of the dolls for her troubled daughter
Margret. For the first time ever, La finds she is a thief. And worse, when her friends and family
greet her plans with incredulity, she finds that there is another more awful theft, beyond her
expectations and her understanding. Bereft and adrift, how can La save her daughter from
herself and what can she learn from Sveinn's loneliness? Two people who fear responsibility
putting themselves in harm's way, Sveinn and La dance a fascinating dance in this striking
novel from Iceland's most celebrated young novelist.
A “vivid, unsentimental, powerful” portrait of a Southern marriage by the New York
Times–bestselling author of Ellen Foster (Publishers Weekly). “She hasn’t been dead four
months and I’ve already eaten to the bottom of the deep freeze. I even ate the green peas.
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Used to I wouldn’t turn my hand over for green peas . . .” Ruby Stokes has died too young
and left her husband, Blinking Jack, behind. With alternating entries from each of them, A
Virtuous Woman recounts the tale of their years together in an “exquisitely realised piece of
writing” (Elizabeth Buchan, The Mail on Sunday). From their very different backgrounds—Ruby
a daughter of wealth, Jack a penniless tenant farmer—to their relationships with their landlord
and his family, and the strength they drew from each other in the face of hardship, this story of
a marriage is “full of fantastically gritty metaphors . . . A book that will change your dreams”
(The Observer). “Gibbons again flawlessly reproduces the humor and idiom of rural eastern
North Carolina.” —Library Journal
The first book to examine Ryan McGinley’s early photographs and Polaroids—raw, visceral
portraits of his coterie of friends and artists in downtown New York City. Published to
accompany an exhibition at Museum of Contemporary Art Denver, Ryan McGinley: The Kids
Were Alright focuses on the photographer’s early work from 1998 to 2003, the year of his solo
exhibition at the Whitney Museum of American Art. These early photographs and
Polaroids—many of which have never been exhibited or published— document his friends and
collaborators in downtown New York City. In the process, McGinley created a powerful portrait
of his generation and their often debauched lifestyle: gritty, daring, and focused on moments of
both pleasure and tedium. McGinley’s singular ability to capture the mood and emotional
depth of a moment is evident even from the earliest years of his career. Curator Nora Burnett
Abrams offers the most comprehensive consideration to date of this important work in her
essay, and other contributions— including an interview with McGinley and artist Dan Colen and
several short reminiscences from many of his subjects and social circle at the time— will
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provide context and commentary on the more than 100 works in the volume.
Whatever floats your boat, go ahead and float it. Do not have large untenable quantities of
despair. Do not go to parades. When you feed orphaned wild animals, do not expect them to
make it. Be forewarned. Be careful that your genitals do not show outside the strict confines of
your underwear. Learn at least three racquet games during your lifetime. In this brand new
short, Padgett Powell takes the reader on a completely new kind of journey. Just as The
Interrogative Mood was stubbornly memorable and persistently illuminating, The Imperative
Mood is surprising, funny, sneakily cumulative, charming, and artful. As well as just a little bit
bossy. The imperative is darker than the interrogative mood, we learn.
Winner of the 2011 Costa First Novel Award When their mother catches their father with
another woman, twelve year-old Blessing and her fourteen-year-old brother, Ezikiel, are forced
to leave their comfortable home in Lagos for a village in the Niger Delta, to live with their
mother’s family. Without running water or electricity, Warri is at first a nightmare for Blessing.
Her mother is gone all day and works suspiciously late into the night to pay the children’s
school fees. Her brother, once a promising student, seems to be falling increasingly under the
influence of the local group of violent teenage boys calling themselves Freedom Fighters. Her
grandfather, a kind if misguided man, is trying on Islam as his new religion of choice, and is
even considering the possibility of bringing in a second wife. But Blessing’s grandmother, wise
and practical, soon becomes a beloved mentor, teaching Blessing the ways of the midwife in
rural Nigeria. Blessing is exposed to the horrors of genital mutilation and the devastation
wrought on the environment by British and American oil companies. As Warri comes to feel like
home, Blessing becomes increasingly aware of the threats to its safety, both from its
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unshakable but dangerous traditions and the relentless carelessness of the modern world. Tiny
Sunbirds, Far Away is the witty and beautifully written story of one family’s attempt to survive a
new life they could never have imagined, struggling to find a deeper sense of identity along the
way.
Eleven-year-old Malcolm Orange has grown up in the backseat of an ancient Volvo station
wagon, crisscrossing America with a diminishing collection of grandparents, one good-fornothing father, an increasingly absent mother, and an unfortunately ordinary brother. Their
journey ends abruptly in a pay-by-the-week motel in Portland, Oregon when his father finally
abandons the family. Impoverished and alone, the remaining Oranges find themselves living in
Chalet 13 of the Baptist Retirement Village. While his mother develops her own strange means
of coping with the loss, Malcolm Orange begins to disappear, becoming more perforated each
morning - until there is little of the original Malcolm left. Desperate for a cure, he enlists the
help of Soren James Blue, her talking cat, Mr Fluff, and the very elderly members of the
People's Committee for Remembering Songs. Malcolm and his friends set off on a hilarious
and heartbreaking adventure to discover a cure for disappearing. On their way they encounter
the flying children of Oklahoma, the dastardly plans of Dr Blue and all the sinister secrets
hiding behind the doors of his Treatment Room. As Malcolm Orange wages youthful war on his
own small losses, each of his elderly friends must learn how to accept their own peculiar
disappearing act. An unforgettable story bursting with heart, imagination, tenderness and
humor - a supremely confident debut.
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