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Burma A Strategic Perspective
In every decade of the nuclear era, one or two states have developed nuclear weapons despite the international community's
opposition to proliferation. In the coming years, the breakdown of security arrangements, especially in the Middle East and
Northeast Asia, could drive additional countries to seek their own nuclear, biological, or chemical (NBC) weapons and missiles.
This likely would produce greater instability, more insecure states, and further proliferation. Are there steps concerned countries
can take to anticipate, prevent, or dissuade the next generation of proliferators? Are there countries that might reassess their
decision to forgo a nuclear arsenal? This volume brings together top international security experts to examine the issues affecting
a dozen or so countries' nuclear weapons policies over the next decade. In Part I, National Decisions in Perspective, the work
describes the domestic political consideration and international pressures that shape national nuclear policies of several key
states. In Part II, Fostering Nonproliferation, the contributors discuss the factors that shape the future motivations and capabilities
of various states to acquire nuclear weapons, and assess what the world community can do to counter this process. The future
utility of bilateral and multilateral security assurances, treaty-based nonproliferation regimes, and other policy instruments are
covered thoroughly.
In this book, J.D. Crouch II and Patrick J. Garrity document and synthesize Harold W. Rood’s core teachings. This book
celebrates Rood as an extraordinary teacher and captures for future generations his relentless way of challenging conventional
wisdom and instilling in his students the ability to think independently of fashionable orthodoxy.
Burma had the brightest prospects of any Southeast Asian nation after World War II. In the years since, however, it has dropped to
the bottom of the world's socioeconomic ladder. The grossly misruled nation—officially known as Myanmar—is in the midst of a
political transition based on a new constitution and its first multiparty elections in twenty years. That transition, together with a
recent change in U.S. policy, prompted this book. Two military dictators have ruled Myanmar with an iron fist for nearly fifty years.
A popular uprising in 1988 was brutally suppressed, but it forced the generals to hold an election in 1990. When an anti-regime
party led by Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi won by a landside, however, the generals rejected the results, put Suu
Kyi under house arrest for most of two decades, and continued to exploit the country's abundant resources for their own benefit
while depriving citizens of basic services. Years of Western sanctions had no measurable impact, but in 2009 the Obama
administration adopted a new policy of "pragmatic engagement," encouraging greater respect of democratic principles and human
rights as a basis for eventual removal of sanctions. This thoughtful volume examines Burma today primarily through the eyes of its
ASEAN partners, its superpower neighbors China and India, and its own people. It provides insights into the overarching problem
of national reconciliation, the strategic competition between China and India, the role of ASEAN, and the underperforming,
resource-cursed economy. Contributors include Pavin Chachavalpongpun (Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore),
Termsak Chalermpalanupap (ASEAN Secretariat, Jakarta), David Dapice (Tufts University), Xiaolin Guo (Institute for Security &
Development Policy, Stockholm), Gurmeet Kanwal (Centre for Land Warfare Studies, New Delhi), Kyaw Yin Hlaing (City University
of Hong Kong), Li Chenyang (Institute of Southeast Asian Studies and Yunnan University, Kunming), Andrew Selth (Griffith
University, Brisbane), Michael Vatikiotis (Henry Dunant Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue, Singapore), Maung Zarni (London
School of Economics)
Burma: A Strategic Perspective
2011 Updated Reprint. Updated Annually. Myanmar Army, National Security and Defense Policy Handbook
This book argues that postwar Britain's 'imperial over-extension' has been exaggerated. Britain developed and adjusted its
defence strategy based upon the perceived Communist threat and available resources. It was especially successful at adapting to
meet the strategic and resource challenges from the Far East from 1947-54. There British and Gurkha forces were deployed only
in contingencies that threatened vital British interests, while the U.S. and Commonwealth allies were persuaded to accept key
wartime missions, thus preserving Britain's ability to fight in Western Europe.
"U.S. policy has sought to nudge the junta in Burma toward a more reasonable approach to its dilemma, either in the form of
managing Aung San Suu Kyi's house arrest in a semitransparent fashion, allowing the release of imprisoned prodemocracy
activists and the National League for Democracy cadre, agreeing to visits from United Nations special representatives, or
accepting regional advice and guidance at critical moments. But Burma is a minuet dramatizing the 'one step forward, two steps
backward' description of progress. Even as the administration of President Barack Obama commits itself in principle to reaching
out to Burma, events conspire against another effort to coax the junta toward a reasonable, regionally acceptable solution to its
hard edge. Exigencies occasioned by Cyclone Nargis compelled a limited 'opening' in the aftermath of the humanitarian crisis, but
these were no watershed events signaling a more reasonable posture by the junta toward its neighbors, toward the West, or
toward the United States. Nevertheless, they did represent instances of change, and they did provide the foundation for regrouping
to determine whether there was a basis for altering some U.S. tactical approaches to Burma. The question is, to what extent do
these slight changes represent a real basis for confidence in forward movement?"--Page 1.
In this third edition of Constructing a Security Community in Southeast Asia, Amitav Acharya offers a comprehensive and critical account of
the evolution of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) norms and the viability of the ASEAN way of conflict management.
Building on the framework from the first edition, which inspired the establishment of the ASEAN Political-Security community, this new edition
has been extensively updated and revised based on new primary sources that are not publicly available. Updates for this edition include:
Expanded and updated coverage of the South China Sea Conflict and how it affects regional order and tests ASEAN unity Analysis of new
developments in the US role in the region, including ASEAN's place and role in the US pivot/rebalancing strategy and the evolution of the
East Asian Community, the newest summit-level multilateral group Extensive analysis of the ASEAN Political-Security community An
examination of US–China relations and China–ASEAN relations Coverage of ASEAN's institutional development and the controversy over
reform of the ASEAN Secretariat. An updated outlook on ASEAN's future as a security community and the issue of ASEAN Centrality in the
regional security architecture. The new edition will continue to appeal to students and scholars of Asian security, international relations theory
and Southeast Asian studies, as well as policymakers and the media.
Following the fall of Burma to the Japanese in May 1942, reopening and expanding the link from India to China through Burma became the
allied force's principal war aim in South-East Asia. This book argues that the campaign's development was driven more by what was
logistictically possible than by pure strategic intent.
On February 1, 2021, Myanmar’s military coup abruptly ended a decade of a civilian-military hybrid regime – a massive setback for the
democratisation process. Citizens from all walks of life took to the streets and protests erupted over the following weeks, and Myanmar
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became the centre of global attention. This book brings up to date how the story of Myanmar’s experiment with democracy unravelled over
the last few years. This second edition: ? Traces the political transition of Myanmar from a military rule of nearly five decades to a short-lived
democratic experiment; ? Outlines the factors that contributed to this transition and the circumstances in which it took place; ? Shows how
political groups – especially Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) – and the military worked together and paved the
way for democratisation and what led to the failure of the NLD government; ? Examines the 2020 general election and the declaration of
national emergency following the NLD landslide electoral win. Bringing together a balance of primary ethnographic fieldwork and nuanced
analysis, this book will be of great interest to scholars and researchers of Asian and Southeast Asian Studies, politics and political processes,
democratisation process and democratic transitions, international relations and peace and conflict studies, especially those concerned with
Myanmar.
How did one of the world’s "buzzy hotspots" (Fodor’s 2013) become one of the top ten places to avoid (Fodor’s 2018)? Precariously
positioned between China and India, Burma’s population has suffered dictatorship, natural disaster, and the dark legacies of colonial rule.
But when decades of military dictatorship finally ended and internationally beloved Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi emerged from long
years of house arrest, hopes soared. World leaders such as Barack Obama ushered in waves of international support. Progress seemed
inevitable. As historian, former diplomat, and presidential advisor, Thant Myint-U saw the cracks forming. In this insider’s diagnosis of a
country at a breaking point, he dissects how a singularly predatory economic system, fast-rising inequality, disintegrating state institutions, the
impact of new social media, the rise of China next door, climate change, and deep-seated feelings around race, religion, and national identity
all came together to challenge the incipient democracy. Interracial violence soared and a horrific exodus of hundreds of thousands of
Rohingya refugees fixed international attention. Myint-U explains how and why this happened, and details an unsettling prognosis for the
future. Burma is today a fragile stage for nearly all the world’s problems. Are democracy and an economy that genuinely serves all its people
possible in Burma? In clear and urgent prose, Myint-U explores this question—a concern not just for the Burmese but for the rest of the
world—warning of the possible collapse of this nation of 55 million while suggesting a fresh agenda for change.
As the major geopolitical power bloc, Asia - with 4 billion people, two-thirds of the world's population, a huge land-mass and the fastestgrowing economies - has shifted the global political balance. "Empires at War" gives a dramatic narrative account of how 'Modern Asia' came
into being. Ranging over the whole of Asia, from Japan to Pakistan, the modern history of this important region is placed in the context of the
struggle between America and the Soviet Union. Francis Pike shows that America's domination of post-war Asia was a continuation of a
100-year competition for power in the region. He also argues cogently that, contrary to the largely 'Western-centric' viewpoint, Asian nations
were not simply the passive and biddable entities of the superpowers, but had a political development which was both separate and unique,
with a dynamic that was largely independent of the superpower conflict. And, in conclusion, the book traces the unwinding of American
influence and the end of its Empire - a crucial development in international history which is already having repercussions throughout the
world.
This second edition of Historical Dictionary of Burma (Myanmar) contains a chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The
dictionary section has over 700 cross-referenced entries on important personalities, politics, economy, foreign relations, religion, and culture.
An up-to-date and detailed eyewitness account of Burma's Civil War. It is indispensable for understanding the travails of modern Burma.

During the past decade, the United States has condemned the actions of the Burmese government, halted all bilateral
economic and military assistance, suspended most-favored nation trading status, and generally tried to isolate the
oppressive regime in Rangoon. Despite these policies of isolation and sanction, the regime continues to be as dismissive
of human rights as ever. Meanwhile, a growing economic, political and military embrace of Burma by China has not gone
unnoticed by the members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). ASEAN has argued that Burma
should be integrated into the region and that policies that quarantine it only backfire, since a country that has welcomed
isolation cannot be punished by it. Thus, not only might the United States fail to change the behavior of the Burmese
regime, it might also let China develop a quasi-protectorate role over it and allow the human rights issue to divide the
United States from its ASEAN friends.
Reconstruction - the rebuilding of state, economy, culture and society in the wake of war - is a powerful idea, and a
profoundly transformative one. From the refashioning of new landscapes in bombed-out cities and towns to the reframing
of national identities to accommodate changed historical narratives, the term has become synonymous with notions of
"post-conflict" society; it draws much of its rhetorical power from the neat demarcation, both spatially and temporally,
between war and peace. The reality is far more complex. In this volume, reconstruction is identified as a process of
conflict and of militarized power, not something that clearly demarcates a post-war period of peace. Kirsch and Flint bring
together an internationally diverse range of studies by leading scholars to examine how periods of war and other forms of
political violence have been justified as processes of necessary and valid reconstruction as well as the role of war in
catalyzing the construction of new political institutions and destroying old regimes. Challenging the false dichotomy
between war and peace, this book explores instead the ways that war and peace are mutually constituted in the creation
of historically specific geographies and geographical knowledges.
This edited volume examines global power-rivalry in and around South Asia through Bangladeshi lenses using imperfect
and overlapping interest concentric-circles as a template. Dynamics from three transitions —the United States exiting the
Cold War, China emerging as a global-level power, and India’s eastern interests squaring off with China’s Belt Road
Initiative, BRI—help place China, India, and the United States (in alphabetical order) in Bangladesh’s “inner-most” circle,
China, India, and the United States in a “mid-stream” circle, and the United States and Latin America, among other
countries, in the “outer-most” circle, depending on the issue. In an atmosphere of short-term gains over-riding long-term
considerations, the desperate, widespread search for infrastructural funding inside South Asia enhances China’s value,
raises local heat, releases new challenges, with costly default consequences looming, issue-specific analysis overtaking
formal bilateral relations and a stubborn uncertainty riddling the Bangladeshi air as its policy preferences stubbornly show
more certainty.
This book analyses India’s relations with the five Eastern neighbors and implications for development in the border
states.
This book is open access under a CC BY 4.0 license. This edited volume examines the policies and practices of rising
powers on peacebuilding. It analyzes how and why their approaches differ from those of traditional donors and
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multilateral institutions. The policies of the rising powers towards peacebuilding may significantly influence how the UN
and others undertake peacebuilding in the future. This book is an invaluable resource for practitioners, policy makers,
researchers and students who want to understand how peacebuilding is likely to evolve over the next decades.
This book offers an understanding of the expectations and challenges of Northeast India in the context of India's Act East
policy. It critically examines how the policy is being pursued by the incumbent Bharatiya Janata Party-led central
government and analyses its relevance from local perspectives. Contributors to the book provide an examination of the
differences between Look East and Act East policy and explanations of the expectations of India's neighboring countries,
particularly Myanmar, towards Northeast India. They ask the following questions: a) What is to be done to integrate
India’s Northeast region meaningfully into the Act East policy? What is the motive of linking this policy with these states?
How is this policy received by the local communities? b) What are the challenges of the Northeast region? What are their
needs and priorities? How can these states showcase their potentials to Southeast Asia and East Asia? c) What is the
significance of the changes from Look to Act East Policy? Has the regime change affected the continuity in the policy?
What are the short- and long-term goals? d) What are the expectations of Southeast Asia and East Asia? By addressing
these questions, they bridge the knowledge gaps that exist in the understating of the the Northeast region of India vis-àvis the Act East policy. The first book to combine a balanced view of India's Act East policy and Northeast India, it will be
of interest to policy makers and academics in the fields of Development Studies, International Relations, Northeast India
and South Asian Politics.
Millions of children around the world are affected by conflict, and the enduring aftermath of war in post-conflict societies.
This book reflects on the implications of children’s insecurity for governments and the international humanitarian
community by drawing on original field research in post-conflict Cambodia and in Burma’s eastern conflict zones. The
book examines the way that politics and discourses of security and child protection have further marginalised rather than
enhanced the protection of children. In Cambodia, threats from trafficking, exploitative labour, and high levels of domestic
and social violence challenge the government and the international humanitarian community to respond to the new
human security terrain that is the legacy of three decades of political violence. Burma has endured over 60 years of
insurgency and civil conflict in ethnic minority states, significantly affecting children who are recruited into armies, killed,
maimed or tortured, and displaced. Analysing the theoretical and practical challenges faced in addressing children’s
security in global politics, the book offers a novel framework for responding to the politics of protection that is at the heart
of this crucial issue. It is a useful contribution to studies on Asian Politics and International Relations and Security.
This volume seeks to examine the evolving contours of Asian multilateralism through emerging China and how it is likely
to impact on the growth trajectories of Asian countries. From this perspective, it explores the prospects for ‘partnership’
in Asia, especially in terms of China’s engagement with its principal Asian neighbours, especially India. A substantial part
of the volume is devoted to debating China–India relations, highlighting their mutual stakes through their economic and
security cooperation as well as their engagement with other countries and regional forums. The book furthers the
understanding of the rise of China from an Indian perspective while simultaneously locating China’s rise in the economic
dynamics of an emerging Asia. The volume offers illuminating viewpoints, analyses and insights from multiple
perspectives, mixed with academic rigour and up-to-date information. It will be of interest to those engaged in economics,
politics, trade relations, Indo-China relations, foreign policy, area studies, public policy, and strategic studies.
This study examines U.S. policy toward Myanmar (Burma) as it relates to the overall U.S. strategy in Southeast Asia in
the post-Cold war era. The current situation in, Burma poses challenges to the U.S. foreign policy in areas such as
democracy, human, rights, drugs, regional stability and an emerging market economy. The study includes a review of the
history of Burma, U.S.-Burma relations as well as Burma's relations with her neighbors. It assesses and examines
problems and current situation in Burma from the U.S. point of view and from a regional perspective The study also
examines the interests and objectives of the U.S., China, Thailand, India, Bangladesh, and ASEAN concerning Burma.
U.S. Army Command and General Staff' College Strategic Analysis Methodology (SAM) provides the framework for an
analysis, of the current U.S. policy and the development of alternative U.S. policy options employing the diplomatic,
economic, military, and informational instruments of national power. Each option is evaluated and a future course of
action is recommended.
This book provides a comprehensive evaluation of India's multi-faceted relations with Myanmar. It unravels the mysteries
of the complex polity of Myanmar as it undergoes transition through democracy after long military rule. Based on
meticulous research and understanding, the volume traces the trajectory of India–Myanmar associations from ancient
times to the present day, and offers a fascinating story in the backdrop of the region’s geopolitics. An in-depth analysis of
‘India–Myanmar–China Triangle’ brings out the strategic stakes involved. It will be of great interest to researchers and
scholars of international relations, peace and conflict studies, defence and strategic studies, politics, South and
Southeast Asian studies, as well as policy-makers and political think tanks.
Member states of ASEAN - the Association of South-East Asian Nations - have developed a distinctive approach to
political and security co-operation, which builds on the principles of sovereign equality, non-intervention and noninterference, quiet diplomacy, mutual respect, and the principle of not involving ASEAN in mediating bilateral disputes
among the membership. This book examines the origins of ASEAN's diplomatic and security culture and analyses how
over time its key principles have been practised and contested as ASEAN states have responded to regional conflicts as
well as challenges posed by the major regional powers, ASEAN's enlargement, and the Asian financial crisis. The book
goes on to assess whether ASEAN's diplomatic and security culture is likely to remain salient as the political, economic
and security context in which regional leaderships operate is undergoing further change.
Since the abortive 1988 pro-democracy uprising, Myanmar (formerly Burma) has attracted increased attention from a
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wide range of observers. Yet, despite all the statements, publications and documentary films made about the country
over the past 32 years, it is still little known and poorly understood. It remains the subject of many myths, mysteries and
misconceptions. Between 2008 and 2019, Andrew Selth clarified and explained contemporary developments in Myanmar
on the Lowy Institute’s internationally acclaimed blog, The Interpreter. This collection of his 97 articles provides a
fascinating and informative record of that critical period, and helps to explain many issues that remain relevant today.
This is the first book to examine the actual impact of physical and social engineering projects in more than fifty countries
from a multidisciplinary perspective. The book brings together an international team of nearly two hundred authors from
over two dozen different countries and more than a dozen different social, environmental, and engineering sciences.
Together they document and illustrate with case studies, maps and photographs the scale and impacts of many
megaprojects and the importance of studying these projects in historical, contemporary and postmodern perspectives.
This pioneering book will stimulate interest in examining a variety of both social and physical engineering projects at
local, regional, and global scales and from disciplinary and trans-disciplinary perspectives.
This new updated edition of Introduction to Geopolitics presents the overarching themes of geopolitical structures and
agents in an engaging and accessible manner, which requires no previous knowledge of theory or current affairs. Using
new pertinent case studies and guided exercises the title explains the contemporary global power of the United States
and the challenges it is facing, the persistence of nationalist conflicts, migration, cyberwar, terrorism, and environmental
geopolitics. Case studies of the rise of the so-called Islamic State, the South China Sea disputes, the Syrian civil war, the
Korean conflict, and Israel-Palestine emphasize the multi-faceted nature of conflict. The book raises questions by
incorporating international and long term historical perspectives and introduces readers to different theoretical viewpoints,
including feminist contributions. The new edition features expanded sections on network geopolitics and non-state actors,
a new section on geopolitics of transnational business, cyberwar, an interpretation of ISIS within historical geopolitical
trends, as well as expanded discussion of the relevance of Boserup and neo-Malthusians to environmental geopolitics.
Introduction to Geopolitics will provide its readers with a set of critical analytical tools for understanding the actions of
states as well as non-state actors acting in competition over resources and power. Both students and general readers will
find this book an essential stepping-stone to a deeper and critical understanding of contemporary conflicts.
In 2012, Barack Obama became the first U.S. president ever to visit Myanmar, formerly known as Burma. This official
state visit marked a new period in the long and sinuous diplomatic relationship between the United States and
Burma/Myanmar, which Kenton Clymer examines in A Delicate Relationship. From the challenges of decolonization and
heightened nationalist activities that emerged in the wake of World War II to the Cold War concern with domino states to
the rise of human rights policy in the 1980s and beyond, Clymer demonstrates how Burma/Myanmar has fit into the
broad patterns of U.S. foreign policy and yet has never been fully integrated into diplomatic efforts in the region of
Southeast Asia. When Burma, a British colony since the nineteenth century, achieved independence in 1948, the United
States feared that the country might be the first Southeast Asian nation to fall to the communists, and it embarked on a
series of efforts to prevent this. In 1962, General Ne Win, who toppled the government in a coup d’état, established an
authoritarian socialist military junta that severely limited diplomatic contact and led to a period in which the primary
American diplomatic concern became Burma’s increasing opium production. Ne Win’s rule ended (at least officially) in
1988, when the Burmese people revolted against the oppressive military government. Aung San Suu Kyi emerged as the
charismatic leader of the opposition and was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991. Amid these great changes in
policy and outlook, Burma/Myanmar remained fiercely nonaligned and, under Ne Win, isolationist. The limited diplomatic
exchange that resulted meant that the state was often a frustrating puzzle to U.S. officials. Clymer explores attitudes
toward Burma (later Myanmar), from anxious anticommunism during the Cold War to interventions to stop drug trafficking
to debates in Congress, the White House, and the Department of State over how to respond to the emergence of the
opposition movement in the late 1980s. The junta’s brutality, its refusal to relinquish power, and its imprisonment of
opposition leaders resulted in public and Congressional pressure to try to change the regime. Indeed, Aung San Suu
Kyi’s rise to prominence fueled the new foreign policy debate that was focused on human rights, and in that climate
Burma/Myanmar held particularly large symbolic importance for U.S. policy makers. Congressional and public opinion
favored sanctions, while U.S. presidents and their administrations were more cautious. Clymer’s account concludes with
President Obama’s visits in 2012 and 2014, and visits to the United States by Aung San Suu Kyi and President Thein
Sein, which marked the establishment of a new, warmer relationship with a relatively open Myanmar.
Burma faces a complex of interlinked humanitarian, social, and political crises. The situation is especially grave in areas
populated by ethnic minorities, many of which have been affected by decades of armed conflict, and in the Irrawaddy
Delta, where in May 2008 some 130,000 people were killed and over two million made homeless by Cyclone Nargis. The
military government is deeply unpopular, and further episodes of mass protest similar to those that occurred in August
and September 2007 cannot be ruled out. However, strategic options for elite-level regime change in the country remain
limited. Therefore, local and international actors should focus on incremental approaches to democratization, and in
particular on the roles of local communities and NGOs. The past decade has seen an expansion of previously dormant
civil society networks, especially within and between ethnic nationality communities. This development has been
particularly significant in areas affected by ceasefires between armed ethnic groups and the military government. The
capacities and strategic importance of local NGOs were demonstrated by the impressive civil society responses to the
cyclone. At the local level, models of community participation and the promotion of democracy from below can help to
transform state-society relations and patterns of governance, including in ceasefire areas. At the national/elite level, the
development of civil society is a prerequisite for sustainable democratic change. Although the promotion of civil society is
necessary, it is not sufficient to achieve social and political transition in Burma. Furthermore, community networks are
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vulnerable to suppression by the militarized state and by armed nonstate actors. Such tendencies were demonstrated
during the national referendum of May 2008, when the government engineered the endorsement of a new constitution
designed to consolidate and perpetuate military rule. The challenge for the international community is to work within the
constricted environment of military-ruled Burma in ways that promote positive change - but without exposing local
partners to unacceptable risks.
Mass peaceful protests in Myanmar/Burma in 2007 drew the world's attention to the ongoing problems faced by this
country and its oppressed people. In this publication, experts from around the world analyse the reasons for these recent
political upheavals, explain how the country's economy, education and health sectors are in perceptible decline, and
identify the underlying authoritarian pressures that characterise Myanmar/Burma's military regime.
Myanmar, since its independence from the British in 1948, has witnessed decades of military dictatorship, a plethora of
ethnic and political problems, and an arduous struggle to political normalcy and democracy. Reinventing its place in
international trade, diplomacy, and geo-strategy, Myanmar today presents a complex picture—and how it engages with its
own history plays an important part in this process of transformation. Myanmar: A Political History examines the politicohistorical antecedents of contemporary Myanmar: from colonial rule to the establishment of its first civilian government;
the subsequent fall into military dictatorship; and the transition from an authoritarian regime to a democratic government.
Kipgen weaves in its relations with the United States, Myanmar’s political, economic, and military connect with China;
India–Myanmar relations in the context of India’s Look East policy; and Myanmar’s cooperation problems on human
rights within the ASEAN. Lucid and well researched, this book is a valuable guide to those interested in the future of
Myanmar as well as South and Southeast Asia, to understand the historical knowledge as to how different political actors
played differing roles in the country’s transition across governments.
Explains an innovative research project called ¿Sustainable Technologies, Accelerated Research-Transformative
Innovation for Develop. and Emergency Support,¿ better known as STAR-TIDES. It is an internat., networked, knowledgesharing effort that encourages innovative approaches to public-private collaboration, whole-of-gov¿t. solutions, and
transnat. engagement. Its goals are to enhance the ability of civilian coalitions to operate in stressed environ., extend the
military¿s ability to work with civilians in such situations, and identify cost-effective logistic solutions. Contributions to realworld crises are: developing infrastructure solutions in 6 areas: shelter, water, power, integrated cooking,
heating/lighting/cooling, and info./commun. technol. Illustrations.
Developing a framework to study "what makes a region," Amitav Acharya investigates the origins and evolution of
Southeast Asian regionalism and international relations. He views the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
"from the bottom up" as not only a U.S.-inspired ally in the Cold War struggle against communism but also an
organization that reflects indigenous traditions. Although Acharya deploys the notion of "imagined community" to examine
the changes, especially since the Cold War, in the significance of ASEAN dealings for a regional identity, he insists that
"imagination" is itself not a neutral but rather a culturally variable concept. The regional imagination in Southeast Asia
imagines a community of nations different from NAFTA or NATO, the OAU, or the European Union. In this new edition of
a book first published as The Quest for Identity in 2000, Acharya updates developments in the region through the first
decade of the new century: the aftermath of the financial crisis of 1997, security affairs after September 2001, the longterm impact of the 2004 tsunami, and the substantial changes wrought by the rise of China as a regional and global
actor. Acharya argues in this important book for the crucial importance of regionalism in a different part of the world.
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